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INSIDE STRETCH

Ask Tilly & Jack

Fences & Gates

Ready for a
Rumble?

Maximum Fun Greyhound Style!

June 1st is nearly here and GPA-MN’s premiere Greyhound Celebration is shaping 
up to be bigger and better than ever! Trophies are being created. The tents and 
tables are being readied. Judges are honing their skills.  Vendors and artisans are 
preparing their wares and raffle times are flowing in. All we need is you!

Picnic Coordinator, Teresa, is beginning to get the volunteer list together for the big 
day. Areas in which volunteers are needed include: Greeting Table,  Ticket Sales, 
Adoption Booth (being a M&G Host is recommended), Vendor Help and Raffle 
Runners as well as help with set up and take down.  Volunteer and have plenty of 
time to enjoy the event’s activities, enter your pups in contests, eat and distribute 
your raffle tickets!  Contact Teresa at HeyYouSir@wavefront.com or (651)483-5997.  
THANK YOU All in advance for your willingness to help!

GREYFEST 2002
You’re

Invited!

Check out these items appearing soon on the 
GreyFest 2002 Raffle Tables:

Dog coats, custom fancy sight-
hound collars, framed art prints and 

posters from Lorena Pugh, Brett 
Longley and Sarah Regan Snavely, 
Greyhound slate message board, 
Greyhound jewelry, Garden stone, 

decals, tickets for the Saint’s, 
Guthrie Theater, Great Lakes 

Aquarium, Renaissance Festival, 
Vally Fair, Minnesota Zephyr Dinner 

Train, Plymouth Playhouse, 
Chanhassen Dinner Theatre and 

many more Greyt Greyhound items!

With donations from: TFH, Forbes Family 
Knits, DannyQuest, Pure-Bred Editions, Kim’s 
Crafts, Shelby’s Collars, Liz & Greg Hendricks, 
Borders Bookshop, Toastie Coats & Paws, 
Bruce & Robin Krautbauer, Bob and Dee 
Heeschen, Maplewood Pet Care Clinic, Fancy 
Publications and many others!

Katie from Katie’s K9s will
 be there again this year to 

help us out with the fun!

Submit NOW!
GPA-MN 2002

PHOTO
CONTEST

Mail photos to:
Marty Reynolds
3 Chipmunk Lane
North Oaks West, MN 55127

Fostering!

Daphne Explains

GASSY Hounds

Special Events

“Leave It”

Spring-Cleaning

Greyspeak

Meet & Greets

"Dogs need to sniff the 
ground; it's how they 
keep abreast of current 
events. The ground is 
a giant dog newspaper, 
containing all kinds of 
late-breaking dog news 
items, which, if they 
are especially urgent, 
are often continued in 
the next yard."

- Dave Barry
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MISSON
STATEMENT

Greyhound Pets of America--Minnesota
 is the Minnesota  Chapter of a national 

non-profit,all volunteer organization 
dedicated to finding loving, responsible
 homes for retired racing & also younger
greyhounds that haven’t been successful
at various tracks throughout the country.

We take great pride in educating &
informing the public that retired racers

make excellent, loving pets.
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Bob Smith

Send articles & photos to:
GPA-MN Newsletter

c/o Sarah Regan Snavely
P.O.Box 375

Moorhead, MN 56561-0375
Or

newsletter@gpa.mn.org
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FENCES & GATES!
This is the season of gates left accidentally in the OPEN 
position!  Most of the hounds that get loose are from an 
individual leaving a gate open.  Whether it is the meter 
reader, a neighborhood child taking a short cut through 
your yard or retrieving a toy - it doesn’t matter HOW the 
gate got open only that your hound see it’s opportunity to 
expand it’s horizons and takes it! This can often lead to a 
very tragic ending of a very loving relationship between a 
hound and its human.

PLEASE PLEASE take a couple of minutes to 
make sure your fences and gates are secure 
before turning your hound out into the yard.  

Secure your gates with locks so that others can’t 
open them without your knowledge and forget to 
close it.

Please keep some kind of identification on your 
dog.  

To some people the jingling of dog tags is most irritating, 
but ask yourself if it is more irritating than never seeing 
your dog again if it should escape.  Retired racers 
adopted from GPA-MN are provided with an Identification 
Tag - yet the lost hounds we have picked up - most often 
have not one single piece of identification on them.  
People, upon finding a lost Greyhound, DO call the 
phone number on the tag to reunite the hound with its 
owner!  In these cases the hound and owner are usually 
reunited withing a few hours!  

PLEASE THINK for you hound!  
It counts on YOU to keep it safe!

(And if you do have a hound on the loose, we appreciate 
your reporting it to us - We will do whatever we can to 
help you recover your Greyhound safely!)



Dear Jack and Tilly

My name is Mango and I am 3 1/2 years old. I love going 
for walks and running around the back yard. I run in 
circles that are clockwise and counter-clockwise. The only 
thing I like better than running in circles is chasing the 
rabbits in the back yard. I always zig when they zag and 
then they get under the fence. One of these days, one of 
these days… I did finally catch a rabbit the other day. It 
was my human sister's chocolate Easter bunny but it still 
counts as a rabbit that I caught. My Human family was 
worried that I might get sick but nothing happened, I was 
not even gassy. The problem that I have is that I do not 
like to chase balls and bring them back. There is a Viking 
football (GO VIKES) that plays a short cheer when it hits 
the ground and I will chase that and bring it back. 
Sometimes I will chase my other toys and bring them back 
but I just will not chase a tennis ball. I will sometimes 
chase a soccer ball in the back if someone kicks but not 
always. I think I could make my humans happy if I would 
play ball with them but I have no interest right now. Do you 
have any suggestions on how I can get more excited 
about chasing a tennis ball. If I could get as excited about 
that ball as I do about rabbits I would make my humans 
happy.

Thanks,
Mango

Tilly: What is it with humans and fetching? I mean, are 
they incapable of getting something themselves? Not only 
that, if they want something, why do they throw it away 
and then tell us to go get it? Hey, I'm ONLY a greyhound, 
but even I can see the faulty logic in that. And tennis balls, 
what's with the tennis balls? I don't know about you, 
Mango, but our backyard doesn't look anything like a 
tennis court  no net, no pavement, no white lines. Heck, 
they don't even use a tennis racket when they want us to 
fetch these tennis balls. Hey, I know dogs like Golden 
Retrievers and Labrador Retrievers fetch tennis balls, but 
like, duh, what part of their name gave me the clue? 

 If they want a goofy dog that's always smiling and trying 
to please their owners, let them get one. We 
greyhounds are regal and intelligent  and not built like a 
refrigerator. If we go after something, like say a rabbit, 
we want to catch it and keep it, not bring it back to our 
owners. After all, we caught it, not them. Football? 
What's a football? Balls are round, feet aren't round  
how can you have something called a football? Silly 
humans. This was probably something dreamed up by a 
cat. Something to confuse most dogs, but we 
greyhounds know better. Jack: For once, I agree with 
Tilly. This fetching thing does sound pretty stupid. You're 
also got something backwards. We are supposed to 
have our humans please us, not the other way around. 
We already did that before we retired. Now it's our turn 
to be spoiled. Spike: You guys ought to know about 
being spoiled! What with couches, walks, car rides, 
Meet & Greets, treats (just getting used to those), Mom 
telling me how handsome I am and everything else I 
can't remember. Now, I may be young… Tilly & Jack: 
You can say that again! Spike: Okay. Now I may be 
young, but I think we've got it pretty good. It wouldn't 
hurt Mango to try to learn how to chase this thing called 
a tennis ball. It would make his humans happy. Tilly: 
Spike, Spike, you poor little youngster. You had better 
stick close to Jack and me to learn how things work in 
the real world. Today you chase a stupid tennis ball, 
tomorrow they'll want you to fetch their slippers (without 
chewing on them)! Next, they'll probably want you to 
"get along with the cat." Gag me with a stick! Jack: You 
tell him, Tilly! We need to form a union to stand up for 
our rights. Pig ears every day, steak once a week, no 
more vet visits where we leave with less than we came 
in with, no more sharing the house with cats… I could 
go on and on. We'll call our union, GARBLED 
(Greyhounds Are Retired to Become Lazy Easygoing 
Dogs). Tilly: You could certainly be our spokesdog, 
Jack. You are the epitome of lazy and easygoing. Jack: 
Thanks, Tilly. I appreciate the compliment. I know I could 
rise to the occasion (if it wasn't before 9:00 am). I also 
know a few Rottweilers we could hire for some union 
muscle if we needed them. Crack a few cats' 
heads…Tilly: Calm down Jack, I think you're getting a 
little too carried away. I don't think we should be thinking 
about cracking any cats' heads, it's much too noticeable 
and would have a negative effect on our cause. Now, a 
little Ex-Lax in their food… Spike: Wow! You guys are 
great. I guess I have a lot to learn about retirement. It's a 
good thing I ended up in a home with the two of you.

Ask Tilly & Jack

Keep those cards and e-mails coming.
Tilly and Jack

5401 James Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55419

or
e-mail: ndskresal@earthlink.net
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Kodiak to Bryan and Nancy 
Rittenhouse on 4-3-01

Stelmo to Melanie Graham on 4-4-01
Bobby to Ed Boyum on 4-5-01
Smokey to Daryn Zaffke on 4-7-01
Iris to Deb Meissner on 4-8-01
Irene to Thomas Strait on 4-12-01
Niles to Samantha Shine on 4-18-01
Mani to Lisa Nelson/Mike Kosloski on 4-25-01Go
tch

a’ 
Da

y! Congratulations to these folks & hounds 
on their one year adoption anniversary!
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Yes!  The snow has melted and the 
backyard scene will go full tilt for you 
and your hound!  Lots of things 
happen out  there this time of year 
and as they happen let us try to 
remember to focus on the safety of 
your Greyhound as things take place.

The objects in your yard, where your 
Greyhound runs, may well run the 
gambit from campers, boats and 
trailers with wide open spaces 
beneath them, to picnic tables and 
swing sets.  

All of these things can pose a danger 
to your hound for a number of 
different reasons.  However, if your 
yard is visited by rabbits, squirrels or 
other small enticements having items 
like this in your hound's running area 
need some special attention.  These 
small animals often wander your yard 
and will head for the fence for shelter 
when the Greyhound gives chase.  
Sudden decisions about not being 
able to make it to the fence will cause
small animals to take refuge under 
whatever shelter is closest to them.

A Greyhound going fill tilt, head down 
and zeroed in on the prey it is giving 
chase to, may believe he/she can fit
under objects half their height, or not 
wide enough.  At 40 mph such

Let's Get Ready To

RUMBLE!
by Robin Krautbauer

a collision will cause serious injury to 
your Greyhound. Many times when 
hounds are in this mode they are totally 
unaware of anything else around them.  
You need to take a look at your yard 
and see what you need to do to 
'Greyhound-Safe' your yard.

Some suggestions are:

For trailers and other items that 
aren't used on a daily basis you 
could try parking it in a corner of 
your yard and then extend a plastic 
4 ft. snow fence around it so your 
hound sees clearly that they are 
not going under it.   To keep the 
fence up you could use some light 
weight posts (none of the ones with  
the barbs or points sticking out for 
the garden).

For the picnic tables or an object 
that is used more often or moved 
frequently you can use bushel 
baskets of the wicker kind to block

 the space underneath.  You 
can place them upside down 
on the ground underneath the 
table.  From your Greyhounds 
point of view thespace under 
the table will disappear into a 
solid wall.  The baskets can 
still be moved easily if you 
choose to move the table to a 
different location.  Better yet  
don't move objects once they 
have found a home and your 
Greyhound will get used to 
their placement.

Other hazards appear as the snow 
melts as well.  Sticks, limbs of 
trees that fall from heavy snow, 
tips of bushes grown out into 
runways can stab feet, bodies and 
poke eyes of a running dog.  
Holes appear that have been 
made by rodents and need to be 
filled in to help avoid leg and toe 
breaks. 

Take just a little of your time this 
spring to Greyhound-Safe your 
yard!  You will find that a smooth 
yard cleared of debris will provide 
you and your Greyhound many 
wonderful hours of safety and fun 
romping outside in the sun!

Kicker to Lyle and Karissa Eckert on 4-28-01
Piggy to Connie Nelson on 4-29-01
Jet to Terry and Terry Ferrozzo on 4-30-01



SPECIAL THANKS
for your Gotcha’ Day Celebration Donations
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A special donation was made in honor of 
Kicker's Gotcha' Day Anniversary by Karissa and 
Lyle Eckert

Matt and Deborah Meissner made a donation to 
GPA-MN to honor the 1st Anniversary of the day 
they got Veronica

A donation was made in honor of Thor's 
Adoption Day Anniversary by Ed, Abby & Kyle 
Boyum

A special donation has been made by Samantha 
Shine in Honor of Niles’ "Gotcha Day!" with love 
from Mom and Daphne

A donation was made in honor of Molly's 
Adoption Day 

Our Irish girl is Molly
She is brindle and jolly
She looks clean in her collar
Coat and lead of green
Got her on St. Patricks Day
What can I say
She is 5 years old
Our Pot Of Gold.

"We are so lucky to have her!"  Charles & Sheila 
Wick

Jim and Renee Williams have made a special 
donation in honor of their hound, Mick's one-year 
adoption Anniversary on March 17th

Michelle Soshea & Mark Stevens made a 
donation in honor of their hound, Zoe’s, 'Gotcha' 
Day' Anniversary. 

GPA-MN received a 'special donation from 
George & Arlene Simones In Memory of Kenya, 
sadly missed companion, protector and friend of 
Stephanie Simones.’

Waiting at the

RAINBOW
BRIDGE

FOSTERING
Have you been wanting to get more involved with GPA-MN, 

but haven’t quite figured out how to jump in? Here’s your chance!
Fostering is important to new greyhounds coming off 
the track.  It gives them a home experience and also 
allows us to gather more information on the hound 
being fostered.  GPA-MN operates without kennel 
facilities and because of this, one of the main 
limitations to the number of dogs we can adopt out is 
the number of foster homes we have.

Foster homes are expected to help acclimate 
greyhounds to life in a home.  This means helping the 
foster dog learn to cope with new things like sliding 
glass doors, slick floors, the television, stairs, and other 
animals. Greyhounds are fast learners so they usually 
have these new things mastered within the first few 
days in a home.

All foster dogs have the required vetting done while 
they are in foster care.  The foster home is responsible 
for making an appointment with one of GPA-MN's vets 
and then making sure the foster hound gets both to the 
vet and back home after vetting.  Once the hound is 
vetted it is ready to be shown to potential adopters.  
Again, it is the responsibility of the foster home to make 
sure that the hound gets both to the adoption 
appointment and back home after the showing.

Fostering for GPA-MN is easy and it is very rewarding.  
GPA-MN can provide you with a loaner crate for your 
foster dog.  Even if you just foster once or twice a year, 
that equates into one or two more dogs that GPA-MN is 
able to adopt into a loving home.  If you are interested 
in learning more about fostering for GPA-MN, please 
contact Jen Rachac at 651-795-9356.

“one of the main limitations to the 
number of dogs we can adopt out is 

the number of foster homes we have.”

"We give dogs time we can spare, space we 
can spare and love we can spare. And in 
return, dogs give us their all. It's the best deal 
man has ever made"

- M. Facklam



March 2002

Ginger adopted to Pat and Anne 
Hartman on 3-23-02 
Cruiser adopted to Scott and Stacy 
Rogan on 3-29-02 
Geter Bug adopted to Bruce and Robin 
Krautbauer on 3-30-02 
Magic adopted to Molly Finnegan on 3-
30-02 
Gossip adopted to Paul and Charlotte 
Huebl on 3-30-02

April 2002

Popo adopted to Bryant and Holly Tchida 
on 4-1-02 
Edison adopted to Dave, LuAnn and 
Matt Franzen on 4-13-02 

DAPHNE MAE
explains it all

Adoptions

Congratulations to all of these folks 
and hounds.  Best wishes to you all!

Last month (while reading my GPA Newsletter) I read a 
very disturbing letter from my buddy Minnie. She calls 
herself the GPA wannabe Fashion Coordinator and I say, 
you go Min! I often wonder why those silly humans of ours 
dress us up in some of the things they do!!!

When I first came to live with my Mom she didn't have a 
clue about dressing a sleek stylish lady like ME and on 
rainy days she (OH HOW IT PAINS ME TO ADMIT 
THIS!!!) bundled me up in a TRASH BAG!!! I got a 
glimpse of myself in the mirror and I nearly went paws up! 
The thought of being humiliated by letting anyone SEE 
ME IN THAT nearly made me whizz myself! Thank Dog 
the old girl is finally getting (a little) smarter. She sent for a 
raincoat for me and a storm coat and a few tummy 
warmers and some boots just before it got to Autumn the 
first year I lived with her. Then she started really getting 
carried away and decided her precious girl needed a 
leather jacket made. After the tailor finished laughing he 
said he would consider it if Mom would repeat herself. So 
two hundred bucks and a few fittings later I have a 
stunning leather jacket befitting a Princess like MOI.

Mom says she is getting one made for Niley but his will be 
green because it brings out his coloring nicely. My coat is 
black and tan because it brings out my sparkling amber 
eyes. As for leashes and collars, I must agree with 
Minnie--solid colors for printed doggies and prints for 
solid-colored pooches! Except that Mom went really nuts 
(like anyone would notice THAT) and bought me two 
printed collar & leash sets--one in pink, purple and green 
geometric print that just looks lovely with my tummy 
warmers and a rose-printed one that looks nice with my 
black raincoat and my pink tummy warmer. And there's 
those fabulous Woofen Wear collars that we often wear at 
the Ren Fest because they are fun, festive and we just 
adore em! They make us look even more charming--even 
if it is gilding the lillies!

Niles has mostly green stuff because mom says it 
complements his coloring and I have to admit that if he 
wasn't my stinky brother (just kidding Ni, you know I love 
you) I would think he was awful cute. His raincoat is green 
and Mom made him a green coat (which I would be 
MORTIFIED to wear, as it fits weird!). Niley's winter coat is 
magenta (like a dark fuchsia) and he looks pretty nice in 
that and he also wears my old red coat and that looks 
decent on him too. 
Hopefully Mom will win us some new stuff at the GH 
Picnic this year, but she may be broke paying the kennel 
bill for my brother & me while she is in Israel. But we 
promise to give a full report on our vacation--at the 
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kennel. We stayed there before while Mom went to 
Philadelphia and I had a greyt time. Niles was pretty 
angry with her once she came back, but she was 
awfully sweet to us and got loads of treats for us, so he 
forgave her very quickly. 

Till next month, 
Daphne
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GASSY ™ Greyhounds
On Sunday April 14, 2002 GASSY returned to Lake Harriet 
in strength with 13 dogs and various owners. 

Though ice was still on the lake, Jubilee and Jodie went 
"swimming" - actually laid down with ice chips floating by. 
Sandra and Toby brought their newest human addition, 
Olivia who slept through the entire walk. 

Some folk had walked all winter, sometimes alone at 20 
below zero like Bob Skrentner. That particular day he 
managed to get his dogs to walk to the corner of the Rose 
Garden and had to turn around! 

Remember the group meets every Sunday at 2PM on the 
lake side of the Rose Gardens (near 42nd and 
Dupont). Newcomers are always welcome.

by Lonni Skrentner

(right top) Jubilee and Jodie go ‘swimming’
(right bottom) GASSY hazzard-- tangled leashes
(below) GASSY Greyhounds and their humans

What is GASSY ™ ?
GASSY ™ is the brainchild of Neil and Sylvia Kresal.  Here 
is how Neil describes GASSY ™ ‘s inception in the April 
1998 edition of Homestretch:

“With the forthcoming advent of nice weather, my wife 
Sylvia and I are pleased to announce the formation of 
GASSY ™ (Greyhound Ambassadors Strolling Sundays 
Yarely).  I am sure everyone out there is familiar with the 
adverb Yarely but for the one or two of you who aren’t this 
is the definition as found in the WWWebster Dictonary:

Pronunciation: 'yar, 'yer, 'yär 
Function: adjective
Etymology: Middle English, from Old English gearu ; akin to Old 
High German garo ready 
Date: before 12th century
11 archaic : set for action : READY 
2 or yar /'yär/ a : characterized by speed and agility : NIMBLE, 
LIVELY b : HANDY 1c, MANEUVER- ABLE - yare adverb, 
archaic - yare·ly adverb, archaic 

Enough said about the acronym. I was inspired by the 
special events presentation at the recent Greyhound 
Volunteers appreciation party. What could be more fun, I 
thought, than sitting at a Petco store for three hours 
bragging about my hounds to interested shoppers and 
visiting with people from Greyhound Pets of America who 
bring their hounds in to help out? But I thought I could do 
more. I figured if the people wouldn't come to the mountain 
(er, the greyhounds), I would bring the mountain to the 
people.”

And the group of GPA-MN volunteers and their hounds 
walking around Lake Harriet was born!  So try a GASSY ™ 
walk with your Greyhound this Sunday!

Live in the Fargo-Moorhead area? Interested in a 
NODAK GASSY ™ with your Greyhound?  Contact 
Sarah at 218.236.1027 or sarah@dog-art.com for 
more information!
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UPCOMING
SPECIAL

EVENTS
GPA-MN SOCIAL HOUR
Monday, May 13th Richfield Petco 7-8pm
Every second Monday of the month

ANNUAL GPA-MN GARAGE SALE
Friday, May 10th - Saturday, May 11th 8am - 5 pm
In conjunction with Woodbury Garale Sale days
GPA Member preview Thursday, May 9th 5-7pm
 8863 St. Croix, Woodbury

GREYFEST 2002

Saturday, June 1st 11 am - 4 pm  
Spooner Park, Little Canada
See Map in May issue of Homestretch 

Saturday, June 29th - Sunday, June 30th
Loring Park
Contact Carol Jillian at (651) 784-7491 or 
cloud2100@aol.com for details or to volunteer!

Twin Cities PRIDE Festival

GPA National Convention
Friday, July 26 2002 - Sunday, July 28 2002

Las Vegas, Nevada

Visit http://www.gpaconvention.org for more 
information.

Minnesota State Fair
Saturday, August 24th
Contact Robin Schaper at (763) 425-3316 
for volunteer information  

Renaissance Fair

September, date to be announced

JOIN US AT THESE EVENTS!

Mark your calendars now for June 29 and 30th when GPA 
will have our usual wildly successful booth at Twins Cities 
Pride Festival in Loring Park. 

This has been a huge event for us the last two years, 
generating lots of adoptions and we'll need MANY people 
to volunteer to be in our booth on Saturday or Sunday. 
Being in this booth has been a pretty good time the last 2 
years--people are very excited to meet our dogs and learn 
about them.

If you know you can help with this, let me know. If you 
have questions or want to hear more about it contact 
Carol Jillian, PRIDE COORDINATOR
phone: (651)784-7491 email:  cloud2100@aol.com

TWINCITIES
FESTIVALPRIDE

GPA-MN GARAGE SALE
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The annual GPA-MN garage sale is quickly 
approaching (May 10 - 11, 8am-5pm).  Help 
is still needed! Here’s what you can do:

Contact Teri at 651-702-8952 or 
 

Clean out your closets and donate 
items. Teri is accepting items at her 
house in Woodbury. (If you have larger 
items such as furniture - hold them until 
the week of the sale). 

Come help out. People are needed to 
help set up and sell. This is a huge 
community event -so GPA will also be 
talking to people about adopting 
greyhounds. Come hang out with your 
puppies and make some $$ for the 
dogs!

Come spend your money on some nifty 
treasures you can’t live without.  8863 
St. Croix, Woodbury!

petrin@worldnet.att.net



Greyhound Pets of America/Minnesota gives a resounding

THANK YOU!
With their help many Greyhounds have found & will continue to find loving 

homes & live long and happy lives!  Participating Petco stores: 

Apple Vally Petco
Brooklyn Park Petco
Coon Rapids Petco
Eden Prairie Petco
Fridley Petco (Central)
Highland Petco
Maplewood Petco

Maple Grove Petco
Oakdale Petco
Richfield Petco
Ridgedale Petco
Roseville Petco
St. Cloud Petco
W. St. Paul Petco

The Petco stores of Minnesota continued support is invaluable to our organization!

THANK YOU SO MUCH!
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Teaching your Greyhound a command relies on positive 
reinforcement of the proper behavior.  Some hounds will 
respond well to food and for others just the extra 'fun-time' 
with you will do the trick.  Find the positive reinforcement 
that works best with your Greyhound and use it to train once 
each day in 10 minute increments. Training sessions should 
be fun and kept light.   If it isn't feeling fun for you anymore 
then chances are it isn't much fun for your hound either.  If 
you are beginning to feel frustrated with the training session, 
it is time to stop for the day.  Each session should end with 
the positive reinforcement that works best for your particular 
hound.
Teaching "leave it" to your Greyhound will stop your hound 
from putting something in its mouth. The "leave it" command 
will help your Greyhound learn what is inappropriate to chew 
and hopefully will keep it from getting into something 
undesirable or harmful. 

Repeat the exercise and use a few different items. Once 
your Greyhound stops when hearing the command, you 
can begin trying it off lead. 

To use food as the positive reinforcement hold a treat in 
your hand and let your hound sniff your open hand with 
the treat on it so it knows the treat is there.  Close your
.

“LEAVE IT!” by Robin Krautbauer

Begin the training by letting your Greyhound play with a 
favorite toy for a few minutes while on lead.  After a little play 
time toss a new item in front of your hound for it to see. Most 
hounds will show interest in the new item. When your 
Greyhound begins to investigate the new item give the 
command "leave it."  At the same time gently use the lead to 
keep to keep your hound from moving toward the new item.  
Time, then, for some positive reinforcement and to play with 
the favorite toy again. 

hand around the treat, keeping your hand held out, and 
say, "leave it."  The hound may lick, nose, paw and 
whine at your hand to try to get you to give it up but 
don't give in and don't repeat the command. Give the, 
"leave it" command only once. Repeating it to the dog 
will indicate that this is not a command but a con-
versation. When your Greyhound turns away immediate 
positive reinforcement is called for.  Give your hound 
high praise and, of course, the treat.  Continue to 
practice this command until your Greyhound stops try-
ing to get an item upon hearing the "leave it" command. 

This command can work great to keep your Greyhound 
from investigating and ingesting the undesirable 
treasures so many of them find around the house as 
well as out on a walk.  It is fun and easy to teach if you 
just remember the '4 Ps'  Praise, Patience, Practice, 
and Persistence!

Remember the '4 Ps'  Praise, Patience, 
Practice, and Persistence!
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One of the reasons many of us are drawn to Greyhounds 
is their easy care coats and lack of oily coat and 'doggy 
odor'.  But even naturally clean 'wash & wear' breeds like 
Greyhounds are occasionally in need of a bath.  Here are 
some tips to make the job easier:

Before you and you Greyhound get near the soap and 
water, give him a good brushing to remove the dead, 
shedding hair.  Regular brushing is a great habit to make! 
It not only gives you a chance to inspect your Greyhound 
for possible health problems or unseen injuries, but also 
makes a terrific bonding experience.  Brushing prior to the 
bath also keeps the loose hair from going down your 
plumbing drains!

I use a rubber currycomb to work out that shed-hair from 
my Greyhound's coats.  Other handy tools are a sisal 
hound glove, Shed n' Blade or Zoom Groom.  Most are 
available at Petco or in the horse section of a farm supply 
store.

This is also a good time to check your Greyhound's ears 
for wax or odor, clip long toenails and brush his teeth.  Visit 
your vet if skin problems or ear infections are present.  The 
pre-bath brushing is also useful for watching for fleas & 
ticks.

Gather all the items you'll need before you begin (and put 
them in a handy location!)  You'll need plenty of towels, a 
good dog shampoo, a rubber bath mat for the tub so he'll

SPRING-CLEANING
Bathing Your Greyhound

by Sarah Regan Snavely

 tearless dog shampoo for your Greyhound.  Dog 
shampoo is easiest to use when diluted with 25% to 
50% water - makes the lathering and rinsing easier. 
(Don't dilute flea or medicated shampoos - diluting the 
active ingredients!)  Disregard the bottle's advice to 
shampoo twice, most Greyhound rarely need that 
unless he is exceptionally dirty.

So you have all the tools for good bath and your 
Greyhound is prepared-- now what?  Round up that 
Greyhound and head to the bathtub.  Sometimes this 
takes a little pushing and prodding but secure footing 
provided by the rubber bath mat helps alleviate some 
Greyhound nervousness.  Be gentle but firm.  Your 
Greyhound will survive this short and infrequent 
occasion.  Talk softly and offer quiet praise for calm 
behavior.

Ready? Wet the dog well from the neck to the tail (save 
the head and ears for later). Use warm but cooler than 
normal water to avoid that Greyhound tendency to relax 
and nearly faint when all those muscles relax.  A helper 
is useful- one can support, one can shampoo and rinse. 
Quickly but thoroughly shampoo starting with the hind 
end and working toward the front. Carefully wet the 
head (or use a washcloth) avoiding getting shampoo in 
the dog's eyes or water in his ears. 

Now rinse. Rinse some more. And when you think the 
Greyhound is thoroughly rinsed-- you can no longer feel 
shampoo in his coat and the water runs clear-- rinse 
AGAIN!  Residual shampoo causes itchy and flaky skin 
and other skin problems.  Be sure to rinse well!

Work some of the excess water out of the coat, then 
ready for a dry towel.  Warning:  this is when you're 
soaking wet Greyhound with give a good shake and 
soak you and your bathroom.  Avoid this by holding 
your Greyhound's muzzle and having your towels within 
quick reach!  Some dogs won't shake if their head is 
covered with a towel. 

Now towel dry your Greyhound -- get that face, head 
and ears fairly dry, then work on body and legs. As you 
are guiding him out of the bathtub, put a towel or mat on 
the floor to so he doesn't slip.  Keep a good hold on 
him-- he's going to want to run and find a good place to 
rub every inch of his body-- usually against your favorite 
couch or your bed!

Keep your freshly bathed, still damp Greyhound away 
from drafts-- especially during Minnesota winters or cool 
days.

For more information try www.bathing-a-dog.com

feel secure and a plastic 
container to dilute the shampoo.

There are many dog shampoos 
on the market.  Oatmeal based 
shampoos can be useful for 
Greyhounds with dandruff (do 
not use human dandruff 
shampoo on your Greyhound). 
Otherwise choose a gentle, 

Homestretch wants to hear from You!
How did you get involved with Greyhounds? Does your 
Greyhound have a personality quirk?  Have photos of 

your Greyhound you would like to share? Have a 
tribute to a special GPA-MN Greyhound? We’d love to 

hear from you! 
 

Send your submission to:
 GPA-MN Newsletter c/o Sarah Regan Snavely

P.O.Box 375
Moorhead, MN 56561-0375

or
newsletter@gpa.mn.org

Send a SASE if you would like your items returned to you

Joining the GPA-MN
email list!

Can’t get enough of 
Greyhound news?

email Marty for details:
Greyhoundguys@msn.com



Meet & Greet Calendar

Petco - Brooklyn Park (Kevin)
April 20 Saturday 12-3 PM
May 4 Saturday 12-3 PM

Petco - Coon Rapids (Sandy & Alyssa)
May 11 Saturday 12-3 PM

Petco - Eden Prairie (Nancy & Brittany)
April 27 Saturday 12-3 PM

Petco - Fridley (Jen & Doug)
April 20 Saturday 12-3 PM
May 18 Saturday 12-3 PM

Pet Expo - Mankato (Nancy & Brian)
April 21 Sunday 1 - 4 PM

Petco - Maple Grove (Robin & Bob)
April 27 Saturday 1 - 3 PM

Petco - Maplewood (Teri & Jason)
May 4-5 Saturday/Sunday 1-4 PM

Petco - Oakdale (Lyle & Karissa)
April 20 Saturday 12-3 PM

Petco - Richfield (Neil & Sylvia)
May 4-5 Saturday/Sunday 12-3 PM
May 11 Saturday 12-3 PM

Petco - West St. Paul (Marty & Brian)
April 20 Saturday 11 -2 PM

Borders Bookshop - Calhoun Square 
(Neil & Sylvia)
April 20 Saturday 12 - 3 PM
May 18 Saturday 12-3 PM
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Bring your hound 
and help educate the 
public about the

Joys of Greyhounds!

Greyspeak
A Glossary of Greyhound Terms

Bounceback - A Greyhound who has been adopted and then 
returned to the adoption group to find a new home.

Chipping - The act of giving in to the urge to adopt a second 
(or third... or fourth) Greyhound.  From “Greyhounds are like 
Potato Chips.. You can’t have just one!”

Cockroaching -  Popular Greyhound pose of lying on the 
back with all four legs in the air.

Countersurfing - Favorite activity of some hounds-- utilizes 
long neck to scan counter tops and other food harboring 
surfaces seeking tasty tidbits.

Double Suspension Gallop - Running sequence in which 
the dog is airborne twice during each phase.  First

Sighthound - 

Pogoing - The Greyhound act of jumping up/down/up/down 
springing with front legs and keeping rear legs (relatively) in 
one place.  Often used as a respose to human phrase “Do 
you want to go for a walk?” 

Roo (Rooing) -  Greyhound vocalization which sounds a lot 
like the term.  Often expressed in groups.

Nitts (Nitting) - Greyhound places his tiny front teeth against 
a favorite human’s skin and rapidly nips as if biting after a 
flea.  A sign of affection and happiness.

Happy Tail - Injury resulting from vigorously wagging a long 
boney Greyhound tail against a hard object and splitting open 
the tail.

Helicopter Tail - Wagging tail in a circular, rather than side-
to-side motion.  

Particolor - Term used to describe Greyhounds with a white 
base coat and colored spots

Sphinx - The position of reclining with chest on ground, front 
legs extended far out front and rear legs coupled under 
hindquarters.  Think of Great Sphinx of Egypt.

 
suspension phase occurs when all 4 legs are tucked up 
under the dog.  Other phase occurs when all four legs are 
fully extended (as seen on a Greyhound Bus)

a group of dog breeds which include the 
Greyhound, Borzoi, Afghan Hound and others bred to hunt by 
sight - coursing game in open areas at high speeds.



Greyhound Pets of America- Minnesota would 
like to thank the following for their support and
financial aid:
Petcos
in the Twin Cities & St. Cloud

Pet Expo
Makato, Minnesota

Softworks, Inc.
763-780-9731

The Brooklyn Park Animal 
Hospital  763-566-6000

Maplewood Pet Care Clinic, 
P.A. 651-770-8373

Barnes & Noble Booksellers

Borders Book Sellers

Alta Veterinary
 612-285-6550

Chanhassen Vet Clinic
612-934-8862

Grove Square Pet Hospital
612-420-7958

The City of Blaine

KMSP TV

KARE TV

Greyhound Pets of America- Minnesota
P.O. Box 49183
Minneapolis, MN 55449

Phone 763-785-4000

Address Service Requested
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